Theatrelife Review

Cats was a London phenomenon running for over 21 years in London’s West End along with a
national tour. Only to recently be revived in 2014 at the London Palladium. So it’s quite a
challenge for any amateur society to tackle this dance based musical but WOW! have and the
challenge has paid off.

The set was great along with some fantastic lighting and both were a perfect backdrop for some
stunning costumes and wigs. In addition, the excellent make up helped capture the characters,
especially as each one is completely different giving lots of opportunities for cast members to
express themselves.

There were so many outstanding performances it’s difficult to know where to start but | loved
Lily Downes as Jennyanydots — her boundless energy and lovable personality shone through,
Ben Collins as Rum Tum Tugger had all the moves and delivered some great numbers and both
Daisy Greenwood as Demeter and Yasmin Sharp as Bombalurina both oozed style and
confidence delivering some great routines and vocals.

Tom Nicholl had huge stage presence as Old Deuteronomy both in stature and delivery and
Fraser Mclauchlan as Skimbleshanks delivered his number with great panache and was one of
the few who | felt really embraced the cat movement and posture. Cerys Wilkin was delightful as
the banished Grizabella, she has an amazing voice and her final performance of ‘Memory’ was
very moving. Munkestrap played by Christopher Tierney was the glue throughout the show
holding it all together and Ryan Wuyts was delightful as Gus, the Theatre Cat with just the right
amount of pathos and charm along with Isobel Pearce as Jellylorum who was also very

engaging.

There were so many other great performances with such a strong cast from William Hackett as
Bustopher Jones all the way through to Ciaran Brewer as the Rumpus Cat.

One name to watch out for in the future is definitely Ella Bradley as Jemima — she was
delectable as the young kitten with a beautiful voice.

The list of names could go on and on, as there were so many lovely moments throughout the
show and the choreography was just at the right level to ensure a high standard throughout.

Huge congratulations to the cast for a great show, I’'d say you have to get tickets to see this but if
you haven’t already got them then you will miss out on a fantastic nights entertainment as the
show is already a sell out!



