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Welcome to tonight’s presentation of
Annie .....

This is the third production that WOW has
performed since its inception in September
1996. This year the Group is not only
confining their efforts to a week’s run here
in Witham, but is also re-creating the pro-
duction by rehearsing for four days in Au-
gust, in the form of a Summer School,
putting on a performance for one night in
Witham on Friday August 21st, and then ,,. "
travelling to Buxton in Derbyshire to pre- g’: a:,i(r)il:asncﬁll(l)gvc
sent Annie as their competition entry for ’

the International Festival of Musical Theatre which is held
there, annually, at the Victoria Opera House. This will be a
great experience for the members. They will have an opportu-
nity to watch a couple of other entries and also attend some of
the numerous lectures and/or Master classes that are taking
place throughout the fortnight of the Festival. Last year there
were talks and instruction from Ruth Madoc, Edmund Hock-

eridge, Thomas Round and Mike Craig. |
There are a variety of awards for good performances ranging
from, for example, best choral member,. bes’_t singer, best
supporting actor, best producer, best musical director and, of

course, best show.

The Group will be travelling by coach and staying in a Youth
{ f them, (what a thought). The

Hostel in Buxton, all forty or U _ :
Committee has been, and still is, attempting to obtain some

sponsorship for the trip so as not to drain the coffers of WAOS
or to make the trip too expensive for members of the com-

¥o th ledge WOW is the first group from

To the best of my know : '
Essex to be invited to this festival and | am sure that they will

acquit themselves well.




Silverdell
Microbiology
Limited

An independent laboratory
specialising in water and feed
analysis, e.g. Legionella,
Salmonella etc. Personalised
service, best rates available.
Contact us for a competitive
quotation. Participants of
PHLS NEQAS for Food and
Water Microbiology.
MAFF Authorised.
NAMAS Accredited.

S_ILVERDELL MICROBIOLOGY LTD.
25 Finch Drive, Braintree, Essex CM7 2SF.
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Testing

Tel: (01376) 550045 Fax: (01376) 550047 > 444

Witham Operatic Workshop would like to thank:

Alec Hunter High School, Gerald Bass, Chelmsford
Young Generation, The Notley High School, Chris
Snow, Troupe, Witham Amateur Operatic Society and
the many other organisations and individuals who have
contributed to the preparation and production of this
show.

WOW are grateful for the financial help

I‘.\ provided by the Witham office of

\"’ international risk consultants and

. financial services group, Sedgwick, as
SediICk part of its support for the community.

If you enjoy this show.....

and would like to support WOW at their “farewell perfor-
mance” before leaving for the Buxton Festival please fill in the
form below and place it in the box provided in the foyer or
post it to: Angie Crimmins, 1 Chestnut Walk, Witham. De-
tails will be sent to you at a later date.

All monies collected this week, from ticket sales, raffle,
sweets, ices and bar, will, after expenses, be going towards
financing the trip to Buxton.

I would like to support WOW at their
“farewell performance” of “Annie” at Witham Public Hall
on Friday 21st August.
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\ Tel: 01376 321151 )

McLEOD WRIGHT

Residential Surveyors, Valuers, Commercial & Industrial Agents

BUILDING SURVEYS -
UNDERTAKEN

THROUGHOUT ESSEX AND SUFFOLK 4

SPECIAL INTEREST IN
* TIMBER FRAME * THATCH * PERIOD HOUSES

ANDREW R. McLEOD F.R.I.C.S.
McLeod Wright

WOW are grateful to all those who
have supported us by advertising I =
this programme.

9
Wy
If you would like to advertise in the
programme for our next production,

please contact us on
(01376) 520473.

(Exc[uswe[y yours for your spema[ day

Pro oo 7 BRAXTED

Why confine your reception to just one room when this lovely 17th Cen-
tury country home can provide every luxury to make your wedding day
perfect?

We can offer you a complete service from having your
wedding dress designed to organising your going away limousine.
Braxted staff are highly trained and have all the skills required to ensure
that the most special day of your life will be truly memorable.

For further details contact Amanda George 01621 892305

Braxted Park Golf Club

Membership is now available at the golf club in the grounds
of Braxted Park.
Redesigned and lengthened course, beautiful
parkland surroundings.
Pay and play non-members also welcome.

Open Monday to Friday

Golf Societies Welcome

If your Golf Society numbers between 12
and 30 we can offer you a great day out at &
a very reasonable price.
* Prearranged starting times *

* Coffee and bacon rolls on arrival *

* 18 holes of golf *

* Lunch *
* 18 holes of golf *

Licensed Clubhouse

Tel: 01376 572372
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We are renowned for our vast range

k
%0/&&/?} fabric, haberdashery and all needlewor
related goods (now with an extended

for
.9/2 ,ggx/éé craft department) and more recently 10

our home furnishings, including ready
%ﬂwg made curtains, throws, blinds etc:
Coopers Bridal is an exciting department
within the store, offering more than |?OO
different bridal fabrics and accessories:

52337
B-00 Hiah Seress Wicham Telephone 01370
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S gpouar puzindings, platopra o 0 O
I arioots, W albo ol lage 0 /7Y
Sfarned pictives and Daler Foowrnsy arlisl?

|
. o | 145
| I3 High Street Witham Telephone 01376

Annie

Annie is the musical version of a newspaper comic strip Little
Orphan Annie, set at the time of the American 1930’s Depression.
Annie was a huge hit in America in the 1976-77 season, winning
both the New York Drama Critics’ and Tony Award for Best Musical
and similar success followed its arrival in London. It tells the story
of a little red-haired orphan, Annie, who, determined to find her long
lost parents, escapes in a laundry basket from the orphanage run
by the tipsy and child hating Miss Hannigan. She meets up with
another escapee, a stray dog and spends some time with the down
and outs in a makeshift community - a Hooverville. They are raided
by the police and Annie is returned to the orphanage and her fate -
a fate which takes a dramatic turn with the arrival of Grace Farrell -
the personal assistant of Oliver Warbucks, the billionaire. She is
looking for an orphan to spend Christmas in the Warbucks mansion
and Annie manages to be the one chosen. She immediately
captures the hearts of the whole household and even Warbucks
himself. He wants to adopt Annie but she really wants to find her
own parents and Warbucks galvanises all his wealth and contacts
to achieve this - NBC Radio, President Roosevelt (whom Annie
inspires with optimism), and a reward of $50,000. This attracts a
number of bogus parents seeking the money. Miss Hannigan, ever
eager for revenge on the ‘brat’, helps her gangster brother Rooster,
and his moll, Lily, with all the information they need to present a
very nearly successful impersonation of Annie’s parents. However,
at the last minute, with the help of President Roosevelt and the FBI
they are revealed as frauds and arrested along with Miss Hannigan.
The orphans join Annie and her new friends for a wonderful
Christmas party and Annie and Warbucks are “Together for ever!”

PHOTOGRAPHY AND RECORDING
Please note that the taking of photographs and
/ or the recording of this performance on film,
video tape, audio tape or any other medium is
strictly prohibited.



Synopsis of Scenes

Actl
December 11 - 19, 1933
Scene 1: The New York Municipal Orphanage (Girls’ Annex)
Scene 2: St Mark’s Place
Scene 3: A Hooverville
Scene 4: The Orphanage
Scene 5: The Warbucks Mansion
Scene 6: New York City
Scene 7: The Orphanage

Scene 8: The Warbucks Mansion

Actll
December 21 - 25, 1933

Scene 1:  The NBC Radio Studio and the Orphanage
Scene 2: The Orphanage

Scene 3; Washington : The White House

Scene 4:  The Warbucks Mansion

Scene 5: The Warbucks Mansion

Musical Numbers

Actl
Maybe Annie
Hard Knock Life Annie and Orphans
Tomorrow Annie
Hooverville Chorus
Little Girls Miss Hannigan

| Think I’'m Gonna Like
it Here

Annie

NYC Annie, Warbucks
Easy Street Miss Hannigan, Rooster
You Won’t Be An Annie, Warbucks, Grace
Orphan For Long Farrell, Servants
Actll
Fully Dressed Boylan Sisters,
Bert Healy
Fully Dressed - Orphans
Children
Easy Street (reprise) Miss Hannigan, Rooster

Cabinet - Tomorrow

Something Was
Missing

| Don’t Need Anything
But You

New Deal For
Christmas

Annie, Warbucks,
Roosevelt, Cabinet
Members, Howe

Warbucks

Annie, Warbucks, Grace
Farrell

The Company



Production Team

Director/Producer

Musical Director

Additional Music & Lyrics
Choreographer

Lighting design & operation
Lighting Assistant

Follow Spots

Lighting suppliers

Sound

Stage Manager
Stage Crew

Make-up

Hair / Wigs
Prompt

Props Manager
Props Team

Wardrobe
Set Design
Scenery
Programmes

Programme Advertising
Bar Manage’

Chaperone Co-ordinator
Chaperones

Front of House
Foyer and Publicity Photographs
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Eddie McKay

Phil Toms

Phil Toms

Cathy Court

Rhuddian Davies

Robert Kettridge

Robert Kettridge

RHE, Braintree Arts Council,
Colchester Theatre Arts, TADS
Paul Galley

David Hunt

Jonathan Baron, Jim Crimmins,
Tony Fox, Graham Green,
Richard Herring, Peter McKay,
Richard Thomelow,

Keith Radley, Mark Tinworth
Marea Irving, Angie Crimmins,
Judy Henderson

Patsy Page

Angie Crimmins, Bobbie Tyler
Angie Crimmins, Jim Crimmins
Helen Clark

Caron Bradbury, Charlotte Clough,
Julie Cockell, Georgina Davey,
Janice Hawkes, Natalie Haw_kes.
Judy Henderson, Tracey Smith,
Chris Willison

Pat Ladd, Jane Fumival
Carousel Costumes

Peter McKay

Peter McKay, Paul Lazell,
Jake Davies, The Company
Freda Willingham

Terry Willingham .
Jim Crimmins, Angie Crimmins
Ron Howe

Freda Willingham

Eve Digby, Lin Ould, Sue
Pavelin, Gillian Sewell, Carol
Shilling, Terry Wiliingham
Lydia Clough

Peter McKay

e

WwOWw Committee
Chairman Nicholas Clough
Business Manager Bill Chaplin
Production Secretary Angie Crimmins
Secretary Judy Henderson
Treasurer Julia Reed
Assistant Treasurer Helen Clark
Social Committee Jackie Allen, Freda Willingham
WOW Representative Andrew Ould

WOW are grateful to Braintree

for sponsoring this production of “Annie”
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Ay Sponsors %
W Gillian Sewell, Mr & Mrs TJ Sheppard v
¢ If you are interested in becoming an individual sponsor of WOW please
e contact our Secretary, Judy Henderson, on (01376) 516706. %
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We hope that you have enjoyed tonight's
production of Annie and that you will book
early for our next show, The Boyfriend,
which will take place in February 1999. If
you are interested in joining WOW or
supporting us in any way, please contact
our Secretary, Judy Henderson, on
(01376) 516706.




Eddie McKay, Director

Eddie directed WOW'’s very first production
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat and is very impressed to be working
again with such a large number of that origi-
nal cast. She also directs for Witham Ama-
teur Operatic Society, her latest production
being Orpheus in the Underworld. In October
and November she presented Murder in the
Cathedral with Colchester based group
“Troupe' in six local Essex and Suffolk
churches and in July 1998 will be directing A Midsummer
Night's Dream for Priory Players in Colchester in the open air.
All the family, ie husband and dog, are involved in this produc-
tion.

Cathy Court (Choreographer)

Cathy trained at the Arts Educational
School, Tring, and Laine Theatre Arts
before embarking on a teaching career
taking her to Guernsey, London College
of Dance and LTA. On returning to live in
Witham she became a member of WAOS
and also choreographed many shows in-
cluding Kismet, The King And |, Fiddler
On The Roof and Annie Get Your Gun.

o R -
PHOTOGRAPHY AND RECORDING
Please note that the taking of photographs and /
or the recording of this performance on film,
video tape, audio tape or any other medium is
strictly prohibited.

-

Phil Toms, Musical Director

Phil has been involved with WAOS since
1994 and with all WOW productions so far.
He was Assistant MD for last year's dramatic
West Side Story and is now pleased to take
up the baton as MD for Annie, even compos-
ing new music for the show. He has recently
been involved with Cabaret in Barnet and Me
And My Girl in liford and was commissioned
to arrange, typeset and demo a new musical
which will be in production soon. He is cur-
rently MD for the Chelmsford Christ Church Players, who will be
performing Richard Stilgoe’s musical Brilliant The Dinosaur in
June with the Boys’ Choir from Widford Lodge School, where
Phil is Director of Music. He looks forward to taking Annie to the
Buxton Festival after his honeymoon in the summer and to play
double bass for the next three WAOS productions.

Tumble Tots. We build
confidence that lasts
_a lifetime.

Tumble Tots is Britain’s leading natlonal active play programme, for children from
6 months to 7 years. Our structured play Is specially designed to build your child’s
self-confidence and self-esteem through:
U Developing physical skills of agility, balance and co-ordination.
0 Developing language with action songs and rhymes.
U Trained staff and specially designed

Tumble Tots equipment.
O Great fun, with more than 60,000 Tumble Tots

members and 450 centres in the UK.

£
(@ﬁ@? e » 3 : \'ﬂ : r. P

For bables from 6 months i welidng

For morc information on your ncarcst ccntre, tclephone

Tumble Tots 01621 891948




Sarah Burkin - Lily

| am Sarah Burkin, I'm 15 years old and attend the John
Bramston School in Witham. | have been dancing since
| was 4 years old with the Pam Patricia School of
Dancing. This is my 3rd show with WOW. | have also
appeared in shows at the Civic with the Chelmsford
Ballet Company. | am hoping to pursue a performing
career and have been accepted at the ltalia Conti
Academy of Theatre Arts when | leave school this
summer.

Stephen Butler - Rooster
| enjoy performing, whether playing saxophone, | -

J f singing or playing guitar. This is my second WOW
oe Allen - Wacky performance; | enjoy stage work and in the future hope
Joe attends Honywood School. This will be his 3rd to take it up as a career.

show with WOW including West Side Story and
Joseph. Joe was also in Oliver! with WAOS, Dick
Turpin with Junior Kelvedon Players and Pinocchio with
Kelvedon Players. He hopes to continue with WOW
and has found Annie the most exciting of all the WOW
shows he has been in.

Victoria Adkins - Cecille

Victoria is 13% years old and attends New Hall School in
Qhelmsford. She has been in each of the WOW produc-
tions as well as the adult group’s Oliver ! At school she
learns ballet, tap, jazz and contemporary dance.

; ; Richard Adkins - Sound Effects Man

gzhard is 11% _years old and attends King Edward'’s

Wonv:ln:)art Shchool in Chglmsford. This is his first show with

- ut he took part in the adult group’s Oliver! and has
In various school productions.

Alice Chaplin - Ronnie
When | was little | had tap and ballet lessons. | then
started disco dancing and joined Carlow Players. | was
in the first WOW production Joseph and now have a
number of roles in Annie. | am also learning jazz and
contemporary dancing at the moment.

e Gavin Baldry - Third Policeman

Josepi:3 Iyeé:rs old. My first production with WOW was

Member ofptﬁyed one of the brothers, Dan. | am also a

Draitia Groy e AJunlor Kelvedon Players and Silver End

member of tr?e Ct school | go to Drama Club and | am a

certs. | enjoy si '.10" and | have sung solo at school con-
10y singing, drama and basketball.

Laura Clark - Orphan
Before Annie | participated in Joseph and West Side
Story. | have enjoyed all of the productions even
though it was hard work. At WOW | am able to do the
things | enjoy, like acting and dancing. | hope to
continue being a part of WOW for some time (t‘olccr)‘me.
. WOW is a very friendly youth company an ave
Chris Bellehewe made many frie?nlds. L

. - Assistant Dog Catcher

Hi, my name is Chris Bellehewe This
IS my 2nd production and | am still
thoroughly enjoying it.

Natalie Cudlip - Grace Farrell

Annie is Natalie’s 3rd production with WOW. She
trained in dancing for 11 years with The Mandy Man-
son School of Dance but at the moment is taking a
break to study for 9 GCSEs in the summer. Once
finished school she hopes to go on to college to study
for 4 A levels. Natalie is currently in the 6th year of
singing lessons with Patricia McLeod to whom she
owes her every success.

Suzanne Bellet - Peggy
iy Tﬂg a\:]lcli I'have been a member of WOW
ll'be my 4th performance with the

l'am 14 years

for 2 ye

Society.

Brainttr):ae Mave also been in The Wizard of Oz at
- My other hobbies include dancing.
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My name is Coral Dunl

! Bbunlop and I'm 10 years old. | love
performing. When | grow up | would like to do something
ame. My favourite girl band would have
nts and my favourite tv programme is

more or less the s
to be All saj

“Friends”.

HI..my Name is Pamela Gro

IS is my fj ; ;
enjoying e\yeryrz:t.productlon with WOW and | am

Craig Digby - President Roosevelt/Fred McCracken
My name is Craig Digby and | am 16 years old. Annie is
my 2nd show with WOW; my first was West Side Story.
I enjoyed doing West Side Story so much | decided to
_take part in the next show too. | enjoy WOW because it
Is a good way of meeting people and making new
friends. Along with drama my other hobbies include
football, basketball, music and having a good time.

Coral Dunlop - Orphan

La_ura Furnival - Bonnie

This is Laura’s second show with WOW. Since the agé
of four Laura has participated in dance classes and
currently attends the Weston School of Dance and
ltalia Conti, London. She is also a member of Chelms-
ford Ballet Company and has regular singing lessons
with Pat McLeod. Laura has been in several WAOS
shows, the first being The King And I at the age of
eight. At the moment Laura is studying for her GCSES
at St Mary’s in Colchester.

Pamela Groom - Orphan
om and | am 12 years old.

Lucy Hayden - Molly
I am 11 years old and a pupil at White Court

Primary

School. | love dancing, singing and acting- ;:no
was 9 years old | was fortunate to play the p2

young Cosette in Les Miserables at the Palace
Theatre in the West End. Playing the part of Molly If:
Annie is one of the most enjoyable things | have €V
done. It is my first show with WOW.

| am 15 years old and this is my 3rd show with WOW.
Annie has been the most challenging show for me. |
hope to continue with drama for as long as possible, at
least for the next 3 years with WOW anyway.

Annie is my second show with WOW. The first was
Joseph and | also worked backstage in West Side Story.

Duncan Henderson - Cordell Hull

My name is Duncan Henderson and | am 15 years old.
My first show was with the senior group when they did
Oliver! and | became a member of WOW when it started
two years ago - | have been in all the shows so far -
Joseph, West Side Story and now Annie - let's hope it will
help me at school where | am taking both Music and
Drama GCSE!

Gemma Herring - Mrs Pugh

Katy Humphreys - Connie

| have been dancing since the age
of three and attend regular dancing
classes. | enjoy singing, dancing
and acting and this is my first per-
formance with WOW. | am a mem-
ber of the Chelmsford Ballet Com-

pany.

Lora Johnson - Sophie

Jonathan Kent - Louis Howe

My name is Jonathan Kent and | have been with WOW for
a few years. | did Joseph with WOW and Annie is my
second production with them. | want to stay on with
WOW after Annie for as long as | can.

Robert McDonald - Drake/Bundles McClusky
This is my third show for WOW and it has been the most
challenging show for me. It has enabled me to add a new
dimension to my acting capabilities. Annie has been a
wonderful show to do and | have thoroughly enjoyed it. |
have also appeared in The King and | and Carousel with
WAOS and Joseph and West Side Story with WOW.




Alicia Neale - Kate

| enjoy being in Annie and this is my first show with
WOW. My other hobbies are singing and dancing. I go
dancing twice a week. | also hope to start piano lessons
soon.

. Kathryn Neale - Tessie
?t'th II? my first show with WOW and | have really enjoyed
- | have just finished Mother Goose the panto where |

was principal girl. | hope this i '
one of many to come. P perfermance wih WOW e

Andrew Ould - Oliver Warbucks

After ten years “in the business’, | have performed in at
least 15 musicals, operas, plays and sketches, with sev-
eral different societies and groups. My first show on the
Witham stage was Oliver! with WAOS. | have since been

in Joseph and West Side Story with WOW, where | have
y future

found the most enjoyment out of my acting. M
plans are for a career in the professional theatre.

Hi, 'm Ki Kirsty Oxlade - Orphan

ThisriZ t?;s;yé Soed 14 In this production I'm an orphan.

my first showcor.'d time I've been in Annie although this is

supportin with WOW. | have also had starring and
g roles in a variety of shows and concerts.

Simon Palmer - Bert Healy Nk
E Hi, I've been with WOW since its first production. Joseph.
v SN I have also appeared in the later production of West Side
. Story. | began my interest in musicals by performing N

WAOS production of Oliver!, which | enjoyed immensely:
| have. also worked backstage for
WAOS in the show Guys and Dolls.

My name ; Jason Scott - Jimmy Johnson

productionI; 53%"\,’1, Scott and | am 15. This {'s my third

Story. | alo took as | was also in Joseph and West Side
OK part in the One Night Only review.

Emma Sewell - Miss Hannigan
This is my 3rd show with WOW and | would like to
pursue performing as a career.

) David Shields - Perkins/Judge Brandeis
Hi! My name is David and I've been interested in drama
for many years - | really enjoy it. This will be third show
with WOW.

Claire Shilling - Annie

| am 12 years old and a pupil at Notley High School. |
dance about 3 times a week with White Court Dance
Unlimited. My first production was Annie with the
Braintree and Bocking Musical Society and | have been
cast in 4 WAOS / WOW productions - Oliver!, Joseph,
West Side Story and this production of Annie.

Gemma Smallpage - Pepper
My name is Gemma Smallpage and I'm 14 years old. |
love performing and have really enjoyed being in Annie. |
am thrilled to be playing the part of Pepper in this show
and | can’t wait until the next production!

Lianne Smallpage - Annie (Saturday Matinée)/Orphan
My name is Lianne. I'm 12 years old. Being the under-
study for Annie and Annie herself in the Saturday matinée
is just great!

Hannah Smith
This is my first show with WOW
having been with other companies
in the past. | hope to go on into the
entertainment business.




T Y Jason Stone .

1 Hi, my name is Jason Stone. | have been in two
previous shows with WOW which were Jo§eph and
West Side Story. In this show | am in the boys chorus.

; Darren White
I'm 17 and studying Music, Music Technology A Level
and Media Advanced GNVQ. This is my third show with
WOW and | hope to carry on in some way for as long as
possible  with WOW and WAOS.

Grace Williamson - July . i
Performing drama and music is my all-time fzvgg;(t:
hobby. This is now my 3rd show with WOW an

fully it will not be my last.

lan Willingham - Lieutenant Ward/ickes
show with WOW. | have been involved in
was 8 years old and have taken part in
ns with various other companies.

This is my 3rd
theatre since |
many productio

Sarah Willingham - Duffy

h
This is my 2nd show with WOW (the first was Josfeo;: a)
and | hope to continue performing with the group
long time.
m°psa - Sno
OPsais a ‘i ; , ‘
r mining s"(titllle rescue’ from Swansea who is developing

S in the gardens of Colchester. This is her

agem.a%i:ﬁ{ﬁearance but she is definitely looking for an
Muddy Wa|ksl &s choc drops, Bonios and long, preferably

-—----—---------------——1

R. Pipe

INSURANCE CONSULTANT

For all your

Insurance
Needs

Newland Court, Newland Street,
Witham, Essex CM8 2AL
Tel: 01376 501105 Fax: 01376 502205

Witham Forpe
WBlacksmith

M. E. Baker R.S.S. (Hons)

REGISTERED SHOEING SMITH (Hons)

Security Grilles and Bars
for domestic and industrial use

Telephone: 0376 513121
Chipping Hill Forge, Witham, Essex
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Don’t Be Homeless!

Annie
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