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A warm welcome to our show from all at WOW!

It's often said, never work with children or animals, so here we are working
with both.

However, | think that this will be at least the fourth show that we have done
just that, and each time has proved to be a great success. | see no reason
why this show should be any different.

The cast have, as always, been working very hard and even Foxy (aka
Bruiser) & Copper (aka Rufus) have attended rehearsals. | hope you will
agree with me that their dedication and enthuisasm is evident on stage.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those involved with this production, many of
whom you will never see.

Many of our past cast members have achieved their aim of performing on the professional stage
with great success. Our aim is to provide a place where young people can experience the magic of
musical theatre for themselves alongside professional and semi-professional tutors.

Legally Blonde tells the story of Elle Woods, a sorority girl who enrols at Harvard Law School to win
back her ex-boyfriend Warner. She discovers how her knowledge of the law can help others, and
successfully defends exercise queen Brooke Wyndham in a murder trial.

Throughout the show, no one has faith in Elle Woods, but she manages to surprise them when she
defies expectations while staying true to herself.

Legally Blonde is a 2007 musical with music and lyrics by Laurence O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin and
book by Heather Hach. The story is based on the novel Legally Blonde by Amanda Brown and the
2001 film of the same name.

The show premiered in pre-Broadway tryouts in San Francisco, California. In April 2007 it moved to

Broadway and was directed and choreographed by Jerry Mitchell. It received seven Tony nominations

and ten Drama Desk nominations but unfortunately didn’t win any.

The musical was recorded in September 2007 and aired on MTV in October. Following this, a

reality television programme was aired showing the audition process for the next person to play Elle
Woods on Broadway. The winner was Bailey Hanks, who played the role from July 23 2008 until the
production closed on October 19.

The West End production opened in January 2010 at the Savoy Theatre starring Sheridan Smith in
the lead role of Elle Woods, with Duncan James, Alex Gaumond, Jill Halfpenny and Peter Davison.
The show won three Laurence Olivier Awards including Best New Musical, Best Actress in a Musical
(Sheridan Smith) and Best Performance in a Supporting Role in a Musical (Jill Halfpenny). The show
closed in London on April 7 2012 after 974 performances, significantly more than it played on
Broadway.
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Although Nikki’s formal training was in Drama she has spent over 30 years
actively involved in Musical Theatre performing locally as well as going on to
work both with West End musicals and touring productions, such as Phantom
of the Opera, Les Misérables, Miss Saigon, Oliver!, Grease and Cats.

Primarily for the last 26 years she has been working with amateur societies
around Essex and Suffolk including groups in Clacton, Sudbury and
Colchester as both Director and Choreographer on over 40 musicals.

Nikki has now been directing for both WAOS and WOW! for 20 years and
during that time has been able to work on some of her favourite musicals with

both societies and has also been very fortunate to have won several awards with them.

She is delighted to return to WOW! after a six years absence since her last WOW show, Grease in
2014. She says Legally Blonde has been a challenge and a great show to work on with a fantastic team
of youngsters who have worked so hard to meet her vision and deliver it to you tonight.

Susannah lives near Witham and is CEO of Attain Multi Academy Trust and
Director of the Chelmsford Teaching Schools Alliance, working with many
local schools. Susannah works regularly with Barnardo’s as conductor for
their Young Supporters’ Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall,
Barbican and at Wembley. She is also involved with the Annual National
Choral Competition as an adjudicator. She continues to work with young
people and adults regularly both as a conductor, pianist and adjudicator and
is an official accompanist for the Chelmsford Music Festival.

Susannah studied music at Bulmershe College, Reading receiving piano tuition
under Eric Parkin and singing in the internationally renowned Girls Choir

under Gwyn Arch. She also worked as a choral specialist at the County Music School which led to
involvement in the National Festival of Music for Youth and the Aldeburgh Festival as conductor.

Susannah has wide experience of musical theatre as Musical Director of societies locally. Susannah
particularly enjoys working with the talented youngsters in WOW! and wishes them a wonderful
production of Legally Blonde.

Louise is a professional dance artist who currently teaches Dance in
Secondary Education. She trained under Matthew Bourne dancer Jason Piper
at Kingston University before going on to complete her PGCE at The Royal
Academy of Dance in 2016.

Louise has previously performed in collaboration with Candoco Dance
Company at The Royal Festival Hall and as part of Rosie Kay’s UK Tour,
5 Soldiers.

Choreography credits: Our House, The Producers, The Wedding Singer, Rock
of Ages and various commissions with Flux Dance Collective

Assistant Director credits: Half a Sixpence

In addition to theatre Louise also performs regularly as an aeralist, specialising in Aerial Hoop and

Lollipop Lyra.
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INSIDE THE REHEARSAL ROOM...



- Those involved with box office, stewarding, programme and raffle ticket selling
BRIGHT & SONS - Those involved with the bar

- Those involved with chaperoning
- Those involved with dressing
- Those involved backstage and with transportation
- Those who have helped to build the scenery
- Those who have helped with publicity banners and boards
- Cabello Hair and Beauty for their sponsorship and supply of props
- Coes Maldon for sponsorship, suit hire and supply of props
- Chelmsford Theatre Workshop, CAODS, Thurstable School, Witham Twirlettes and all those
who helped in the supply of props
- WAOS members past and present for donations of costumes and footwear
- Spotlight Productions for supply of costumes and props
- David Mitchell and James Tovey for their musical assistance
- Solopress for printing the publicity material and programmes
- Vinyl Banners Printing for producing the publicity banners & Montrose TC Ltd for producing
the publicity boards
- Witham Art & Framing Centre for printing the display photos
- Witham Dramatic Club for the use of the raised seating
( < & AV ) - Spring Lodge and the Witham Public Hall for the use of their rehearsal facilities
4 4 A L1 AZAN ‘-\‘ - Chelmsford Library, Witham Tourist Information Centre & Witham Library for permission to

display photographs

\ [ J D L - Cofunds, The Railway Tavern and the Witham Public Hall for allowing us to display banners

— ~~ - Those who have freely donated window space for the display of our posters
Legql Sel’ViceS .For YOU, your f0m||y & your bUSineSS Anyone else who has contributed in any way to the preparation and production of this show!
Bright & Sons has been providing advice and guidance to people

. 1996 - Joseph and the Amazing 2008 - High School Musical
and businesses throughout Essex and beyond for over 130 years. Technicolor Dreamcodt 2009 - Les Misérables
1997 - West Side Story 2010 - Hot Mikado
1998 - Annie 2011 - West Side Story

c g 1999 - The Boy Friend 2012 - Footloose
Child Law Power of Attorney Business Law 2000 - 42nd Street 2013 - The Boy Friend
Conveyancing Probate Commercial Property 2001 - The Wiz 2014 - Grease

s s ] 2002 - Bugsy Malone 2015 - Our House
Court of Protection Trusts Commerical Disputes 2003 - Oliver! 2016 - Half a Sixpence
Dispute Resolution Wills Agricultural and Rural Business 2004 - Crazy For You 2017 - Loserville
2005 - Little Shop of Horrors 2018 - CATS
2006 - Fame 2019 - Thoroughly Modern Millie

ot esons B Maldon Tiptree 2007 - A Knight to Remember
01376 512338 01621 852323 01621 819019

(S, President Graham Green
_é} . Chairman Steve Rogers
%‘:ﬂﬂ:ﬁa"‘mg Secretary Debbie Rolph
“ep Treasurer Anita Goold
Box Office Manager Donna Goddard
Members Tracey Hackett, Rhianna Howard, Sue McLauchlan,

enquiries@brights.eu.com  www.brights.eu.com Keith Radley, Sue Rogers, Gary Rolph
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Proudly Presents....

IRVING BERLIN’S

ANNIE GET YOUR
GUN

Music and lyrics by IRVING BERLIN
Original Book by HERBERT and DOROTHY FIELDS
As Revised by PETER STONE

An Amateur production by arrangement with R&H Theatricals Europe

27 April - 2 May 2020
Witham Public Hall

Box Office : 0300 201 0080 or WWW.WAOS.ORG



ENJOYING THE SHOW?
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WOWWitham
Follow us on Instagram: @ WOW_Witham
Tweet us @WOW_Witham using #WOWABIlonde

WANT TO JOIN US?

Please visit our website at www.wow.org.uk for details of upcoming

workshops, summer schools and pre-audition rehearsals.
For further information please contact Steve Rogers, Chairman
wow.chairman@wow.org.uk 01621 928653




